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OffiCB Action Summarv 

Application No. 

09/978,110 

w 

Applicant(s) 

HERiNGA ET AL 

Examiner 

Krishnan S Menon 


Art Unit 

1723 

_ ! 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ib bb I TO EXPiRE 3 iviGNTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- ii NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory pennd will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply witnin tne set or extended peiiuu Tui reply wi!!, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDON Fn use § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 March 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) Q Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) G Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) CD The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) E] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)SU Ail b)D Some*c)H None of: 

1 .[X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

a) Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) 0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper Nois; 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) 0 information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 3 6) O Other: 


U S Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Application/Control Number: 09/978,1 1 0 l'age 
Art Unit: 1723 

DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an application 
filed in Netherlands on 10/ 13/00. It is noted, however, thai applicant has not tiled a certified cop\ 
of the Foreign application as required bv 33 C.S.C. 1 19(b). 


Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because ot the following informalities: Spell 
'alumina" instead of aluminum on page 4 line 21, page r tine 14. 
Appropriate correction is required. 


iiinu error, 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph ot 3d I .S.i i 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and diMnxth cliinim^ dir -alua 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 l/.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite t< >r tailing i< 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "said winding" in line 1. There is insufficient antecedent ha- 
for this limitation in the claim. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 09/978,1 1 0 Page 
Art Unit: 1723 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragiaphs ni 55 I .S.U. 102 thai torm the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this ( Hhce action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) rile iiiveiiiion «a |MkiU^l -r ,!e.^r;he;l in a printed p-ablt*;:''!' «-> tins ,„• , turn, mi mmiir. . .1 in puhhe -:m = . s . • * 
this country, mi >i'e than one war pru >i i< > i he a.iU » 1 1 . 1 1 | ■ j r.ii a a ■ i > j u : , : - w.' . 

(Claims 1-6, 8, 10-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S. (5 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Rounbehler et al (US 5,808,178). 

Rounbehler (178) teaches a carrier (!2() fig 2-3) for chromatographic column assembh i M» 
fig 1) as in instant claim 1 with a connecting patt to the column assembly ■' !4n tig 2 5>; the carrier 
is in the form of a strip (120- fig 3) as in instant claim 2 with apertures as in instant claim 3 
(unmarked hole on top of 120- fig 3); a part to connect to further column assemblies the holdei 
1 18- fig 3 can accommodate more than one column) as in instant claim 4: the carrier comprise- hum 
as in instant claim 5 (col 3 lines 43-49); a part for mounting a column connector (200 tig 6 S, col 4 
lines 14-21) as in instant claim 6; the carrier has a device for holding the column (holder 1 1 <s tig V, 
as in instant claim 8; the carrier has a structure for winding the column '120 hg 2,5 . as in instant 
claim 10 which includes one or more connectors for connecting to the carrier { 1 2r\ 1 4:vtig 2 5. as in 
instant claim 11; has plurality of connecting bars (4 25-fig 2,3) forming connectors. Tin- ring 12.^ tu 
2,3) have hooks (140 fig 2-3) to connect to the holder (1 18-fig 2,3; as m instant claim 12 

Rounbehler H78) teaches a strip form (418) with slots 13.1 (fig 3) forming "clips" to hold 
ends of the chromatographic column as in instant claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.U. 103(a) which forms the basis tor all <>b\ i- himk - 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 


Application/Control Number: 09/978,1 10 Wwx 4 

Art Unit: 1723 

(a) A patent mav not be obtained though the invention is nor ideniicain di^Io^d wr de:.er:hed a- -c! t'-ni 1 in M't imn 
102 of this t1, '<\ it" the differences between the sublet matter m >ci^hl to i>e patented aiu! -he pi .a" .ae !: ,! :. ' 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the inventu >n was ni.Kk- it > a per-' •;: ;;.[.::,- • 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived n\ die nunin i !. nx 

invention was made 

The factual inquiries sot forth in (,twkw/ v. }ul>n IXc/v Co. % 383 l\S. !, 14* l.'SPn 450 ■ l%6., 
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 ( >.( \ U' V.i 
are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of orclinarv skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating <>b\ ioumk'-- , jj- 
nonobviousncss. 

1. Claims 7,9,15 and 16 are rejected under 35 L5S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rounbchicr 
(178) in view of I Iaas et al (CS 6,454,939). 

Rounbehier (178) teaches a strip form pan tor use with a winding structure ot a 
chromatographic column as in instant claim Lb and 16, and all the elements ot chums and 0 a> m 
claim 1 above, but is silent on displaying information as in instant claim " and 15 and the strip part 
containing indicia as in instant claim 9 and 16. 

Haas (939) teaches such a strip with display information and measurement indicia and or 
stencil for marking/measuring the TLC plates, for a thin-layer chromatographic system fscc tig 2 
and col 2 lines 40-45). It would be obvious to one of ordinary >kill in the art at rhe rime nt ,m union 
to use the teaching of Haas (939) and provide display information and measurement indicia on the 
strip form parts of Rounbehier (178) for measuring insertion depth or column length like whai r 


taught bv Haas (939) 


• # 

Application/Control Number: 09/978,1 10 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Holtzclaw et al (TS 5,005.399) and Ray (I S 4,599,169) ui\ o chromatographic column 
support details, German patent application d 86 26 8~ 7 5.9 show s a wire wound chromaiographic 
support similar to the instant application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commui ik ations trom the examine'" 
should be directed io Knshnan S Menon wh.os-e telephone number i> ""(i^ 3()5 1 he e ■,ni!i:u 

can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supcrvisMi 
Wanda L Walker can be reached on 70 V30S-045~\ The fax phone numbers U >r ihc < >rgani/at \- • 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-8" T 2- 93 10 for regular communications aiu 
703-872-931 1 for After lunal communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is ~^n3 308 or><>l. 


Krishnan S. Menon 
Patent Rxaminer 
December 16, 2002 
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